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Make a Difference in Your Students’ Lives 
 

Imagine… 
 communicating with students in a war torn country to find how they have been affected. 
 discussing the effects of the bombing on Hiroshima with Japanese students. 
 sharing folk tales with students around the world. 
 sharing a vision for world peace with students who have never lived in peaceful times. 
 better understanding cultures of different people around the world. 
 communicating with students about their lives after a natural or political disaster. 

 
iEARN is a free service that connects 130 countries to collaborate through projects designed to make a 
difference in the world. All projects involve a final "product" or exhibition of the learning that has 
taken place as part of the collaboration. These have included magazines, creative writing anthologies, 
websites, reports to government officials, arts exhibits, performances, and many more examples of 
youth taking action as part of what they are learning in the classroom. 
 
Classrooms have access to a variety of ICT devices including computers, cameras, video cameras, 
scanners, projectors, DVD players, VCR players. ICT stands for Information and Communication 
Technologies. While these devices are great for finding Information, how are you effectively using 
them for Communication? The Big C’s of Education are Communication, Collaboration, and Creativity. 
You can teach about Japan or you can Communicate, Collaborate, and Create something meaningful 
with Japanese students.  
 

How to get Started 
Go to iearn.org and click on join. Then click on Registration form. It is completely free. It may be a lift-
altering experience for you and your students. 
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Who is this Suitable for? 
This is perfect for all K-8 classrooms as well as High School Engligh and Social Studies. Go to iearn.org 
to find out more. Over 250 projects to choose from. Click on Projects then Collaboration Center to 
find a project that interests you. Some examples are: 
 

1. Machinto - "Do You Hear Little Bird Crying?": Participants learn what wars mean to different 
people and try to find ways to stop them. 

2. Folk Tales Project: Students study folk tales in their communities and share them on the forum 
for discussions and share their thoughts and comments on folk tales posted by their peers from 
around the world. 

 
3. One Day in the Life: Students describe a day in their life. In addition to written descriptions, 

students are invited to share visual images of their days through the "A Day in the Life: Photo 
Diaries," a digital photography exchange. 

 
4. The Teddy Bear Project: An international teddy bear exchange using email. 

 
5. Empowering Youth: Empowering children at the maximum ages of eighteen [18]) years in 

Sierra Leone and around the world for a brighter feature. 
 

6. International Intercultural Mural Exchange (IIME): After exchanging knowledge and opinions 
online, students create one mural in collaboration with their partner class by drawing half by 
half. 

 
7. My Hero Project: An interactive educational website with support materials which allows 

students and teachers from around the world to research heroes from all different walks of life 
and create a webpage of their own that celebrates the hero of their choice. 

 
8. Write On Project: A project use interesting prompts for students to express themselves and 

develop their writing skills. 
 


