Recording Sound Files on a Computer

What do I need?

Computer 

Microphone

Speakers or headphone

Recording Software (Sound recorder is built in and will work

Which recording software should I use?

Sound Recorder is built in to every Windows based PC. A screenshot of this program is shown below. It is very limited. Sound can be recorded but not edited. You can save a file as a .wav but not an .mp3. MP3 files are much smaller than .wav files which is good for sending a long recording over the Internet.
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Audacity is a free program you can download on to your computer which allows you to see your sound file and therefore edit your work. You can save as a .wav or an .mp3. 

How do I get Audacity?

Google it or go to http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ and click on Download Audacity 1.2.6  Follow the instructions to install it on your computer.
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The Free, Cross-Platform Sound Editor
Audacity is fres, open source software for recording and sdiing sounds. itis available for Mac 05 X,

Microsoft Windows, GNU/Linux, and other operating systems. Learn more about Audacity... Also check
our ki and Forum for more information

The latest release of Audacity is 1.3.4 (beta). Because itis a work in progress and does notyet come E .

Audacity 1.2.6 and 1.3.3 Installed simultaneously.
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After Audacity is installed you can record, edit, but only save as .wav files. To save as an .mp3 you need to download an encoder. Go to http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/windows  and click on LAME MP3 encoder . Choose your operating system, then go to the lame download page. Click on the zipped file and look for the file called lame_enc.dll  You do not need the other files. Put the .dll file somewhere on your computer where it will not be deleted. Be sure you know where you are putting it. You could put it in the C: Program files/ Audacity folder so you can find it later. 
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The first time you try to export an Audacity file as an .mp3 you will be asked if you want to locate the lame encoder now. Choose yes and direct it to the location where you saved the encoder. Unless you move that lame_enc.dll file, you will not be asked again.

