Listening in ELA

http://www.pickthebrain.com/blog/free-audio-book-and-podcast-resources/
Free Audio Books

LibriVox, if you don’t know it already, is the king of free audio books. You can use the catalog to search through their library of nearly 1000 works, all part of the public domain. If you’re feeling generous, you can even contribute wiki-style by recording audio of your own.

AudioBooksForFree also has a big catalog to sort through, with an emphasis on classic works, but a decent amount of mystery, sci-fi, and thriller as well. The only catch here is that you’ll have to pay for quality: the lowest quality downloads are free but anything better than 8 Kbps costs $5-8.

If you’re looking specifically for classics, FreeClassicAudioBooks is a nice little resource. Although the library isn’t huge, there are a lot of big names. They also offer the convenience of downloading in an iPod-ready format.

Who knew that on top of all that print content, ProjectGutenberg also has a huge audio section? They’ve got everything from Aesop to Zola, including a decent number of works in French, German, and other languages.

LearnOutLoud has over 500 educational titles and offers a lot of video as well.

The bright side here is that you can probably get almost any older work in the public domain for free. If what you’re looking for is a bit more modern you’ll either have to shell out a few dollars or try to find a relevant podcast.

Podcasts
CBC http://www.cbc.ca/podcasting/ Might I suggest Vinyl Café, Between the Covers, Q, The Current, DNTO, The Next Chapter
Example: Corner Gas star Janet Wright reads Chokecherry, a novel about life with a man of the cloth


Eccentric characters spice up parish life in the second episode of Norma Hawkins’ novel, also available in the Between the Covers podcast. 

Chokecherry (Oberon) is set in 1950s Saskatchewan, where a new minister and his wife are trying to decipher local behavior. At the moment, Geoff and Becky feel a little like aliens first landing on earth. Everyone assumes they already know the rules.

Each episode of Between the Covers is between 15 and 17 minutes.

If you missed previous podcasts you can download them at the Between the Covers podcasts. If you’re interested in readings of other Canadian books, check out the Hear A Reading page on the Between the Covers site.

CBC Concerts on Demand 
http://www.cbc.ca/radio2/cod/ 
Representing

280 Slides – Create and Share presentations online http://280slides.com/ 
Scrapblog - http://www.scrapblog.com/ 
Reading/Writing

Wikihow – the how to manual you can edit - http://www.wikihow.com 

Glypho – the fun new way to read and write novels - http://www.glypho.com/
Other Resources

HTML to pdf creator http://www.html-pdf-converter.com/ 

Online pdf editor http://www.nitropdf.com/free/hammer/index.htm 
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