Sample of Assignment where students must demonstrate higher level thinking and ICT skills

Inquiry

1. Choose a question to investigate concerning early explorers of North America.

2. Devise a plan and have your topic and plan approved by the teacher.

3. Gather information from both electronic and print sources. Organize your information with an electronic tool. Be sure to identify your sources of information including any pictures or facts you find. Remember, Google is not a source of information, it is a search engine.

4. Produce an electronic work to demonstrate the results of your investigation.

5. Present what you have learned to the class. 

6. Describe the software you used to demonstrate what you learned? Why did you choose this software? What other software might have accomplished a similar task?

7. What did you learn while completing this project?

Question

Why did explorers come to North America? What were they looking for? Why did they keep coming?

Plan

My group will find pictures of explorers and the reasons they explored. We will create a Photostory project where we will record our voices with pictures of explorers. We will also type titles and captions on some of the pictures.

We will research the Internet, use our text book, and the other books on explorers in our room.

We will organize our information with Inspiration. We will create a link for each explorer we research and add the reason they explored. We will print this information and use this when we create our Photostory.

When we present to the class, since the output is a movie, we will play the movie, then answer questions.

Software

We choose to present our information with Photostory. We chose it because it was very easy to include pictures, text, and voice. We could have used PowerPoint, but it is not as easy to record sounds and have them play automatically. My group members had Windows XP at home so we all had Photostory, but none of us had PowerPoint at home. We did some of the project at home. We also could have used MovieMaker but it was not as easy to record sound files on the pictures.

What did I learn?

I learned that unless we used large pictures to start with, the pictures turned out pixelated and were hard to see. We used the advanced button on Google to find large pictures only. 

I also learned that explorers were looking for a quick, safe way to get to Asia to trade spices. They also were looking for gold, silver, and precious stones. Some explorers were sent by rulers of countries to expand their knowledge of the world. Some countries wanted new lands found to claim them for themselves to control a larger empire. Some explorers wanted to expand Christianity. Others wanted to find animal furs. Trips were often funded by governments wanting to get richer by harvesting resources from other areas.

